Using SanDisk USB drives on a MCPL Public Access Computer
Some of the security settings have changed on MCPL computers. One popular USB flash drive is made by SanDisk – the Cruzer line.  When you get the flash drive, it contains software to provide some additional functionality. The drive mounts as two different devices. One pretends to be a CD-ROM drive, is called the U3 System. The other, called Removable Disk is a normal drive. The added software is hidden in the U3 System partition and provides two capabilities. 

1 A password can be required to access the data partition.

2 Portable applications can be run from the flash drive.

The MCPL computers will not allow this drive to be used without a relatively minor modification to the included software. You can disable the loading of the U3 Launchpad function. However, you need to disable feature before you come to the library. The drive will then mount as two drives – still called the U3 System and the Removable Disk. However, the U3 Launchpad software is no longer loaded, and there won’t be a U3 icon on the taskbar at the bottom. The drive letters used by the device are arbitrary. I’ve used J [U3 System]  and K [Removable Disk] for the device used for this article. Disabling the autorun for the Launchpad partition does not permanently remove the software. You can reactivate it in the future by clicking on the “Launch U3.exe” link in the removable disk partition. 
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	1 Click the U3 icon in the lower left of the task bar.  [image: image3.jpg]


 
This will cause the U3 Launchpad to be displayed as shown in the picture on the left.

2 Next, click Settings on the Lauchpad menu on the left.

3 The display shown on the right will now replace the launchpad shown on the left.

4 Click the Disable Autorun button. 

5 Eject the drive.

	You can permanently remove the U3 software (and regain the space on the drive) by clicking the Uninstall on the U3 Launchpad Settings window. The USB drive will function as a normal drive.


